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Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination on the merits please amend the applications as follows: 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

14. (Amended) A pharmacy benefits management server comprising 

means for downloading information from a processor server having claim 
information relating to pharmacy benefits claims processed by a claims processing 
facility, said claim information including identification of drugs dispensed to patients; 

means for downloading pharmacy benefits formularly information; 

means for downloading pharmacy benefits plan structure information stored 
therein; 

means for downloading price information relating to drugs in various classes 
stored therein; and 

means for correlating the claim information with the benefits plan structure 
information, the price information, and the formularly information to identify expenses 
associated with selected drugs in accordance with the pharmacy benefits plan 
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structure information, alternative drugs in the same class as the selected drugs, and 
expenses associated with the alternative drugs. 

27. (Amended) A pharmacy benefits management method comprising the steps 
of: 

downloading claim information relating to pharmacy benefits claims processed 
by a claims processing facility, said claim information including identification of drugs 
dispensed to patients; 

downloading pharmacy benefits formularly information; 

downloading pharmacy benefits plan structure information; 

downloading price information relating to drugs in various classes; and 

correlating the claim information with the benefits plan structure information, 
the price information, and the formularly information to thereby identify drugs 
expenses associated with selected drugs in accordance with the pharmacy benefits 
plan structure information, alternative drugs in the same class as the selected drugs, 
and expenses associated with the alternative drugs. 

Please add the following new claims: 

40. A method of comparing alternative medication comprising the steps of; 
storing pharmacy benefits formularly information; 

storing pharmacy benefits plan structure information; 
storing price information relating to drugs in various classes; 
designating a particular class of drugs; 

correlating the benefits plan structure information, the price information, and 
the formularly information; and 

determining, based on said correlating step, drugs in the particular class and 
expenses associated with the drugs in the particular class. 

41 . The method as recited in claim 40, wherein the expenses in said determining 
step are out of pocket expense for a member of a benefits plan corresponding to the 
benefits plan structure information. 
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42. The method as recited in claim 40, wherein said designating step comprises 
determining a specific drug dispensed to a patient and designating a class for that 
specific drug. 

43. The method as recited in claim 40 wherein the drugs in the particular class 
are therapeutic alternatives. 

44. A method as recited in claim 40, wherein the benefits plan structure 
information and the formulary information relate to a multi-tier benefits plan. 

45. A method as recited in claim 40, wherein the expenses include copayment 
information and total cost information. 

46. A method of designing a pharmacy benefits plan comprising the steps of; 
storing pharmacy benefits formularly information; 

storing pharmacy benefits plan structure information; 
storing price information relating to drugs in various classes; 
designating at least one particular drug; 

correlating the benefits plan structure information, the price information, and 
the formularly information to; 

determining, based on said correlating step, expenses associated with the 
drugs in the particular class; 

displaying the expenses determined in said correlating step; 

changing at least one of the pharmacy benefits formulary information, the 
pharmacy benefits plan structure information and the particular drug designated in 
said designating step; and 

repeating said determining and designating step after said changing step. 



47. The method as recited in claim 47, wherein said designating step comprises 
designating a type of drug dispensed to patients in a pharmacy benefits plan and 
said changing step comprises changing the designated drug for at least some of the 
patients. 

48. The method as recited in claim 47, wherein said benefits structure information 
and said formulary information relate to a multi-tier benefits plan and said changing 
step comprises changing at least one of copayment ievel information and 
coinsurance percentage information. 



REMARKS 



Prior to examination, applicant requests entry of the amendments set forth 



The claims have been amended to eliminate minor typographical errors. New 
claims 40-48 have been added to recite additional aspects of the invention more 
completely. The amendments and new claims do not serve to narrow the scope of 
the original clams in any way and are not presented to overcome any issues of 
patentability. 
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14. (Amended) A pharmacy benefits management server comprising 

means for downloading information from a processor server having claim 

information relating to pharmacy benefits claims processed by a claims processing 

facility, said claim information including identification of drugs dispensed to patients; 
means for downloading pharmacy benefits formularly information; 
means for downloading pharmacy benefits plan structure information stored 

therein; 

means for downloading price information relating to drugs in various classes 
stored therein; and 

means for correlating the claim information with the benefits plan structure 
information, the price information, and the formularly information to identify [drugs] 
expenses associated with selected in accordance with the pharmacy benefits plan 
structure information, alternative drugs in the same class as the selected drugs, and 
expenses associated with the alternative drugs. 

27. (Amended) A pharmacy benefits management method comprising the steps 
of: 

downloading claim information relating to pharmacy benefits claims processed 
by a claims processing facility, said claim information including identification of drugs 
dispensed to patients; 

downloading [having] pharmacy benefits formularly information; 

downloading pharmacy benefits plan structure information; 

downloading price information relating to drugs in various classes; and 

correlating the claim information with the benefits plan structure information, 
the price information, and the formularly information to thereby identify drugs 
expenses associated with selected drugs in accordance with the pharmacy benefits 
plan structure information, alternative drugs in the same class as the selected drugs, 
and expenses associated with the alternative drugs. 



